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TEXT:  John 1:1-18 
THEME:  RETURN TO THE MANGER 
 
Dear Joyful Christmas Christians: 
 

In the fourth Gospel’s Christmas account, John has us return to the manger from a 
bigger, grander picture.  There are huge comparisons between Genesis 1 and John 
1.  In a way, you could say that just as Genesis 2 and 3 gives us a more detailed, 
on-the-ground work of the story of creation, Matthew 1, Mark 1, and Luke 1-2 give 
us the more detailed, on-the-ground view of Christmas, while John 1 takes the same 
event and sees it from the perspective of heaven looking down upon God’s universe 
and specifically earth.  
 
John uses a prevailing word and concept of the culture into which Christianity is 
born and takes root.  The Greek Logos, or “Word,” was the unifying power that 
united all of creation.   When the Word of God was spoken, all came into being.  And 
even more powerful and awe-inspiring, the Word becomes flesh and makes his 
dwelling among us.  
 
In this sense, John 1 takes us back to the manger but draws out the meaning of the 
events of Matthew 1 and Luke 1-2.  For example: 

 Gabriel’s message to Mary and to Joseph through the dream is that this 
child’s “origins are from of old” (Micah 5:2) and be called “Son of the 
most high” (Luke 1:32).  In John 1 the message is even clearer that this 
Word who became flesh was in the beginning and not only with God, but was 
God (John 1:1).  
 

 Magi come to follow the star, and Herod is determined to put an end to this 
newborn king, as John puts it:  “The light shines in the darkness, but the 
darkness has not understood it” (John 1:5). 

 
 The message of the angels was this:  “Today in the town of David a Savior 

has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).  In John 1 the 
Word and Light of the World enters our lives, and “to those who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God,…born of God” 
(John 1:12-13). 

 
 In the message of the angels they say: “I bring you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people” (Luke 2:10), while in John 1 it becomes clear 
that all the people does not equal all the Jewish people.  Instead, John writes: 
“The real light that shines on everyone was coming into the world” 
(John 1:9). 

 



Christmas Day B 2017 

 

2 

 

 The message of the angels continues to remind us that he is “Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:11b), but in John 1, the full understanding of what they meant 
is spelled out as we are told: “The Word became flesh and dwelled among 
us.  We have seen his glory, the glory he has as the only-begotten from 
the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 

 
Our second lesson, Colossians 3:12-17, makes a nice connection of this idea of 
returning to the manger as it applies what it means to live as a Christian.  If the 
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, he can also make his dwelling 
place in each of us (3:16), and that impacts our whole lives. 
 
Why do we return to the manger?  What I mean is that, in human terms, we don’t 
typically keep going back to a person’s birth in terms of their impact on the world.  
We don’t keep telling the story of George Washington’s birth over and over.  We 
focus on what he achieved in terms of a military leader and then as the first 
president of the United States.  
 
But Jesus’ story is different.  There is something incredibly significant about what 
took place in the town of David that night.  God came in the flesh, and that changes 
everything.  The portrait of the manger is often obscured by the light displays, 
mounds of presents and Santa, elves and reindeer.  We have to return to the 
manger to see past all of them. 
 
What does returning to the manger do? 
 
It reminds us that God is indeed here.  There are times in our lives when we feel 
alone. Circumstances seem overwhelming.  Problems appear insurmountable.  We 
can question whether God is present or if he has walked away and left us to the 
struggles we’re facing.  We return to the manger and see this same God who took 
on flesh to dwell among us is the same Savior who promises, “I will never leave 
you and I will never forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). 
 
Or what if I’m wondering if God can really love me?  Am I not wise to return to the 
manger and see the extent of God’s love?  We don’t abandon those we love, and 
the incarnation is the ultimate testimony to that—as it gives flesh, blood and power 
to the most famous Bible verse of John 3:16, which declares God’s love in the 
incarnation and the crucifixion.  God so loved us that Christ was born for us in a 
manger that he might die for us on a cross.  As 1 John 4:9 reminds us:  “This is 
how God showed his love among us:  He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him.”  That is what Christmas is all about.  And 
that is why we keep returning to the manger to remember that message of love and 
life in Christ forevermore.  Amen. 
 


